
TTHEHE  MAKINGMAKING  OFOF  AA  HOUSEHOUSE  

INTOINTO  AA  HOMEHOME  

“I can’t tell where 

the old ends and 
the new begins.” 

“The house of our 
dreams…” 



A project of this magnitude is like 
a huge oak tree.  The smallest of 

seeds can produce the mightiest 

of trees.  This seed was planted by  
John, my electrician, while talking 

to the owner of his electrical 

supply house.  As a result, my 
company’s name was given to the 

project architect as one of three 

contractors who would bid on the 
project. 

The architect, Phase II, called the 

office to advise me that the drawings 
were ready.  Since I had not worked 

with this architect before, nor did I 

know the owner’s names at the time, 
I almost passed on the job. 

 

From the first time I saw the 
drawings (see next page), I knew this 

job was an exact match for my 

company.  The new 1,090 sq. ft. 

addition would include a dining 
room, breakfast room, playroom, 

mudroom, and master bedroom, all of which had to blend seamlessly with the existing 

house.  This 120 year old Gwynedd Valley stone house had been previously renovated with 
contemporary elements that had to be removed.  The rooms to be renovated would include 

the kitchen, office area, master bathroom & walk-in closet.  The powder room and 

staircase to the basement would be relocated.  The original bath connecting the children’s 
bedrooms would be enlarged.  However, by the time the job was completed, the entire 

interior and exterior of the existing 4,355 sq. ft. house was given a new look.  

 
As with any project, many problems had to be overcome, with the most important ones 

being: 

The difference between the customer’s budget and my budget for the project 

The use of the customer’s subcontractors verses my team of specialists 

Personality issues between Rob & Mindy (owners) Jay & Peg (architects) & myself 
(contractor) 

Reconcile the differences between the architects’ means and methods and our 

company’s standards of construction 
 

As a tree grows, one ring at a time, each problem would be solved to produce a mighty tree 

that will stand for the next hundred years. 
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Early versions of the design included a subterranean space with open stairs leading from 
the breakfast room to the children’s new playroom.  Although it included sweeping exterior 

stairs and retaining walls to allow for natural light, it was still a finished basement.  As 

other areas were being fine tuned and design changes being made daily, this area stayed 
the same .… until right before the permit application was submitted to the township for 

approval. 

 
Rob & Mindy, excited about the soon-

to-be completed renovations to their 

home, were telling all their friends 
about the project. At a party one 

Saturday night, Mindy’s friend 

reminded them of the water damage 

Hurricane Floyd caused to numerous 
finished basements in the area and 

suggested that the playroom be built 

where the back of the patio was, even 

with the street side of the house. 

The following Monday, Phase II 
started on an entirely new design 

with the children’s play area on the 

first floor.  In the midst of the 
problem it was hard to see that this 

change would ultimately produce a 

more efficient design.  As with all 
changes, a new problem arose; the 

street side of the existing house did 

not meet the required front property 
setbacks. 

 

After a zoning variance hearing, hundreds of dollars in fees, meetings with the building 

inspector and revision of the budget, the project was back on track.  One year after my 
first meeting for this project, the design work was complete, the permits were issued, and 

construction could finally begin.  

COMECOME  UPUP  FROMFROM  THERETHERE  
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Mindy’s determination would prove to be the driving force throughout the entire project.  
The selection of cabinets was the first hurdle she needed to get past.  After meeting with 

several custom cabinet contractors, she was not happy with any of them.  This was an 

opportunity to introduce her to Scott from Canaan Cabinetry.  Scott’s ability to design 
efficient work spaces while creating a look and feel of old world cabinetry was perfect for 

this job. 

 
The design needed to include all of the 

latest appliances, and like most jobs it was 

like putting 7 lbs of stuff in a 5 lb can.  The 
appliances incorporated into the final 

design of the kitchen included a Thermador 

stainless steel gas cooktop and 30” built-in 

electric wall oven, a subzero refrigerator/
f r e e z e r ,  a 

K i t c h e n A i d ® 

u n d e r c o u n t e r 
trash compactor, a 

Fisher Paykel 

double drawer 
dishwasher, and a 

U-line wine cooler. 

 
T h e  c u s t o m 

cabinets were 

manufactured by 

Dutch Made with a 
stained exterior 

finish and painted 

interiors.  The use 
of varied height cabinets and detailed 

moldings created a feeling of the ceiling 

being much higher than it actually is.  A 
trademark of a Canaan kitchen is the use 

of turned legs and this project was no 

exception. 
 

The use of  specialty lighting throughout 

the kitchen makes the cabinets and granite 

countertops come alive. This is where Rob’s 
electrical supply company became 

invaluable.  Rob & John were able to use all 

of the latest lighting effects. These effects would be controlled with low 
voltage lighting scenes to create the perfect light for any event. 
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The significance of the name Phase II is that they take a project from the concept phase all 
the way to the final phase of selecting the fabric for the throw pillows.  When the original 

specifications called for some of the rooms to have a “Faux finish”, I thought “yeah yeah 

whatever”.  Then it was time to paint and I 
found out that my painter, Donald, had 

never done specialty finishes before. 

 
As it often happens, everything came 

together at just the right time.  Specialty 

finishes were the direction that Don wanted 
to pursue in his business, and to that effect, 

had just completed continuing education in 

the field.  After several exchanges of samples 

between Phase II and Don, the final looks 
were approved. 

 

 
 

 

 
Faux finish is the art of applying multiple layers of 

colors onto a surface.  Each of these layers is lovingly 

applied with a different technique or stroke.  This 
particular project had a round vaulted Master 

bedroom ceiling which would require seven steps to 

obtain the desired antique Gold leaf effect.  The 

Powder room walls were done in a shadow striping 
with a cloudy patina look which took six steps to 

achieve the desired effect. 

 
These specialty finishes, along with the selection of 

the perfect colors for each room, take this project out 

of the realm of the everyday and into the 
extraordinary.  Although every budget does not allow 

for this level of detail, the palette from which future 

jobs are completed now has a few more colors and 
finishing ideas to choose from. 

FAUXFAUX, , ISIS  THATTHAT  FRENCHFRENCH??  
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One of Rob’s concerns from the beginning of the design 
stage was to maintain every opening through the old stone 

walls.  This is always a design challenge when adding an 

addition onto an old house.  Some of the old windows 
became shelf units where Mindy can store those personal 

items that make a house a home, but the most special 

openings would 
be transformed 

into art using 

glass panels. 
 

The  p r o c e s s 

b e g a n  b y  

choosing which 
openings would 

have glass panels,  

followed by full 
s i z e d  p a p e r 

sketches of the designs.  Although the paper 

design work represented the finished product, it 
could never do justice to how the different colored 

pieces of glass all came together. Brad Winslow, 

the artist recommended by Phase II, would 
transform these sketches into pieces of art.   

 

Standard glass, however, would never do for this 

front door.  Brad created designs, in keeping with 
the other window units, that were unique for the 

two side lights and transom unit.  The problem 

was that all glass larger than 12” installed within 
18” of a door unit must be tempered glass.  

Tempering was expensive and could only be done 

after cutting each individual piece.   
 

 

 
 

Brad solved this problem by keeping each 

piece of glass within the sidelight and 

transom panels smaller than 12”. 

AA  TOUCHTOUCH  OFOF  GLASSGLASS  

 

 

SHELF UNIT 

FRONT DOOR WITH 
LEADED GLASS 

INTERIOR 
TRANSOM 



DODO  YOUYOU  HAVEHAVE  ANYANY  EARTHYEARTHY  TILESTILES??  

Whenever a job calls for finding just the right tile it is always a challenge, until Devon Tile 
& Marble was brought to the table by Phase II.  Together with Mindy and Devon’s in-house 

designers, some of the most unique patterns and uses of different tiles I have ever seen 

were used in the kitchen and bathroom areas.  These designs 
were flawlessly installed by my tile setter, Glen Anders, who 

worked his magic and math to make it all look easy. 

 
The girls bathroom utilizes Italian tiles, incorporating decorator 

tiles turned on point and rope borders.  The tiles in the master 

bathroom were rustic and used 
many different shapes and sizes 

to create an awesome effect.  

This type of detail could never 

be hidden behind a standard 
shower enclosure and the use of 

a frameless enclosure was 

mandatory. 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The tile backsplash in the kitchen had a 

tough act to follow to keep up with the 
cabinets, but Mindy was up to the task.  She worked with an artist recommended by 

Devon Tile that could hand paint any design she could imagine.  The final design included 

some of the finer things in life - a good wine, cheese, bread and fruit.  Just one more 
detail that catches your eye when visiting this newly renovated home. 
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LETLET’’SS  SITSIT  OUTSIDEOUTSIDE  

The relocation of the playroom to the first floor 
eliminated some of Rob’s favorite space in the 

house ... or you could say out of the house.  

The back portion of the wrap-around stone 
patio would be lost forever and the side patio 

would have to take its place.  The problem was 

that the patio was in a considerable state of 
disrepair and did not have railings to provide 

safety for his two young daughters. 

 
The solution would be to have all of the 

existing flagstone carefully removed from both 

patios and reinstall only the best stones on 

the renovated side patio.  Three masons 
labored for two weeks relaying all of the old 

stones into a mosaic of shapes and colors.  The new railings needed to blend in with the 

rest of the house.  A mix of plastered walls and Fypon balusters was created by Phase II, 
bringing harmony to this revitalized area. 

 

The joining of the new mud room and the existing 
deck created its own set of challenges. The new deck 

had to provide access 

to the existing lower 
deck from the new 

s p a c e  w i t h o u t 

overpowering the 

addition. The railings 
had to provide safety 

as well as style.  As 

the pictures show, the 
attention to details is 

what counts.  The new 

deck provides Rob 
with the perfect place 

to sit and listen to the 

Grateful Dead while 
looking up at his 

birthday gift from 

Mindy. 
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. . . . . . AA  MIGHTYMIGHTY  OAKOAK  TREETREE  

This project, from the first phone call to the last nail, took 

more than two years to complete and what started bumpy 
ended smooth.  As with many of our projects, new customers 

were transformed into new friends.  It is my desire that a 
hundred years from now, this house is renovated again and 

the next contractor looks back on our work and sees the love 
of the craft and attention to detail that went into this mighty 

oak tree. 
 





 

 


